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CREON is pleased to present SYNTAX, new paintings from 2009 to 2013 by Robert C. 
Morgan.  While known to many as a writer and art critic, Robert C. Morgan has 
maintained a career as an exhibiting artist for over forty years.  In 1970, he began 
painting abstract geometric shapes as a form of visual language while living in Santa 
Barbara, California before moving to New York five years later.   
 
Less interested in Minimalism than in reviving a Constructivist approach, Morgan rejected 
the large-scale format in favor of a modest scale that retained an architectural presence. 
While his metallic forms reflect light, the dark umber and ultramarine surfaces absorb it at 
the same moment.  In this sense, the paintings express the Taoist notion of life’s paradox, 
namely, to reflect is to absorb, and to absorb is to reflect.  
 
In a statement written several years ago, the artist explained his philosophy of art as 
follows:  “For me, all originality is based on syntax, being the way things fit together. 
There is nothing original apart from the syntactical energies by which something is 
created.  This includes the spaces seen in a stream of water that moves in different 
directions simultaneously, each according to its own flow and pattern.” 
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